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more to explicate the existing opposition between divine and “worldly” wisdom, which would have been 

more accurate from the point of view of the Bible as a whole.

Similarly, the study guide would be more successful if it addressed divine wisdom in contrast to folly, 

relating the latter to its manifestations in the presentations of the various types of fools who embody 

folly (cf. 1:22, 32; 8:5; 9:4–7; 26:1–12, etc.), such as the “thoughtless/simpletons,” “scoffers,” “dullards/

knowledge-haters,” those who “lack-sense,” etc. All the types of “fools” that are encapsulated in this 

incomplete list, together with the personifications of the Strange Woman and Folly in Proverbs 1–9, 

would have provided material for a more accurate summary of the teaching and theology of Proverbs 

as a whole. 

Nevertheless, Kroll’s study guide proves to be invaluable in Lessons 6–13, where the titles are better 

paired with the passages selected for study. For example, Lesson 8, entitled “Wisdom and Couples,” 

focuses on Prov 5 and rightly highlights 5:18 as the key verse of the pericope. 

Overall, it would be fair to say that Kroll’s study helpfully attempts to draw practical insights for 

the Christian life from Proverbs, but it often fails to grasp the content and intent of this biblical book.
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BOOK NOTE

Barry J. Beitzel. The New Moody Atlas of the Bible. Chicago: Moody, 2009. 304 pp. $49.99.

One of the best Bible atlases just got better. Barry Beitzel, professor of Old 

Testament and Semitic Languages at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School in 

Deerfield, Illinois, is an expert in mapmaking, the history of mapmaking, 

geography, and archaeology. His mapwork appears in the ESV, NLT, NIV, 

and Ryrie study Bibles as well as the Thompson Chain Reference Bible and Life 
Application Bible.

Beitzel has significantly revised his classic The Moody Atlas of Bible 
Lands. The 1985 edition has 95 maps, and the new edition has 118, all new and 

digitized. The 100,000-word text is completely rewritten, well-documented, 

and longer than the 1985 edition by forty-eight pages. The atlas divides into 

two parts—the land’s physical geography and historical geography—and omits the brief third section 

from the 1985 edition on “The History of Biblical Mapmaking.” It uses high-quality paper and is 3.6 

pounds and 11.3 x 8.6 x 1.3 inches.

Understanding the Bible’s geography is important, argues Beitzel, because “God prepared a certain 
kind of land, situated at a particular location, fashioned to elicit a specific and appropriate response” (p. 

x, emphasis in original). I am not aware of another atlas that more accessibly and dependably recounts 

the Bible’s storyline in light of its geography. It is both practical and academic without sacrificing either.
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