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These are just two examples of insightful and nourishing chapters. The book is consistently excellent 
throughout.

two other features of Loving the Way Jesus Loves are worth mentioning. First, a study guide is 
included at the end, which will make this book even more helpful for use in small groups or individual 
study.

second, on the cover of the book, and in black and white images throughout, are photographs by 
the artist Gene schmidt and his installation “Lovetown pA,” in which schmidt set up wooden stencils 
spelling out the text of 1 Cor 13 in the streets of philadelphia (see www.lovetownpa.com). schmidt’s 
project is intriguing and important. it obviously resonates with ryken’s book: the artist and the preacher 
are both bringing the truth of 1 Cor 13 to philadelphia (and beyond) in their own way. so it is a good 
idea to include photographs of schmidt’s work throughout the book. Yet the combination does not work 
as well as it might, perhaps because something is lost in using black and white rather than color images 
(see the Lovetown pA website for the beautiful color photographs), perhaps because the relatively few 
images included in the book fail to provide the full context gained from seeing more of the images 
together.

This volume proves that it is possible to write voluminously (according to the back cover, ryken has 
written or edited over thirty books) and at the same time clearly, powerfully, and helpfully. This book is 
a gift to the church, and i am grateful for it.

stephen witmer
pepperell Christian Fellowship
pepperell, Massachusetts, UsA

Zondervan Bible reference Bundle 3. 63 vols. Grand rapids: Zondervan, 2012. $1,199.95. 25,000+ pp. 
http://www.logos.com/product/17379/.

Logos Bible software has produced a third bundle of Zondervan 
resources that are already in print. (Cf. my reviews of the first bundle 
in Them 35 [2010]: 365–67 and the second bundle in Them 36 [2011]: 
170–71.) This 63-volume bundle contains twelve collections of 
evangelical resources—each also available for purchase individually:

1. Niv Application Commentary: ot (12 vols.; 1999–2009). 
This includes the volumes on Genesis (walton), Exodus (Enns), 
Leviticus and Numbers (Gane), Joshua (Hubbard), Judges and ruth 
(Younger), 1–2 samuel (Arnold), 1–2 kings (konkel), 1–2 Chronicles (Hill), Esther (Jobes), psalms 
1–72 (wilson), proverbs (koptak), and Ecclesiastes and song of songs (provan). BestCommentaries.
com ranks ten of these twelve books in the top six for its respective book(s). NivAC is relatively thin on 
exegeting the text but thick on applying it, which can be extraordinarily useful for preachers toward the 
end of sermon preparation.

2. Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on the Nt (2 vols.; 2010). Galatians by Thomas schreiner 
and Ephesians by Clint Arnold are two more excellent editions to the ZECNt, which combines the 
strengths of BECNt and NivAC. i don’t know of another commentary series whose format is better 
suited for sermon preparation.

http://www.logos.com/product/17379/zondervan-bible-reference-bundle-3
http://www.logos.com/product/17379/
http://thegospelcoalition.org/themelios/35-2/book-reviews/zondervan-bible-reference-bundle-87-vols
http://thegospelcoalition.org/themelios/review/zondervan_bible_reference_bundle_2
http://www.logos.com/product/17251/niv-application-commentary-old-testament
http://www.logos.com/product/17210/zondervan-exegetical-commentary-on-the-new-testament
http://www.logos.com/product/17379/zondervan-bible-reference-bundle-3
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3. Biblical studies (9 vols.; 2008–2012). The most valuable books in this collection are John oswalt’s 
The Bible among the Myths: Unique Revelation or Just Ancient Literature?, karen Jobes’s Letters to the 
Church: A Survey of Hebrews and the General Epistles, and Michael williams’s How to Read the Bible 
through the Jesus Lens: A Guide to Christ-Focused Reading of Scripture.

4. Counterpoints Upgrade (3 vols.; 2008–2011). Zondervan’s second Logos bundle includes 
fourteen volumes from this series, which debates controversial topics by having well-known advocates 
of particular views present their perspectives, followed by responses from advocates of opposing views. 
These three additional volumes debate divine providence (four views), the Nt use of the ot (three 
views—a book that i assign as a primary textbook for courses on how the Nt uses the ot), and the 
spectrum of evangelicalism (four views—a book i coedited with Collin Hansen).

5. Biblical Theology for Life (2 vols.; 2010). The first two books in the Biblical Theology for Life 
series (ed. Jonathan Lunde) are Jonathan Lunde’s Following Jesus, the Servant King: A Biblical Theology 
of Covenantal Discipleship and Christopher wright’s The Mission of God’s People: A Biblical Theology of 
the Church’s Mission. Lunde explains in the series preface, “too often, books on biblical theology have 
focused mainly on description—simply discerning the teachings of the biblical literature on a particular 
topic. But contributors to this series seek to straddle both the world of the text and the world in which 
we live.”

6. Ancient Context, Ancient Faith series (3 vols.; 2009–2010). These three popular-level books by 
Gary Burge are just over 100 pages each and filled with pictures: The Bible and the Land, Encounters 
with Jesus, and Jesus, the Middle Eastern Storyteller.

7. Church History (7 vols.; 2004–2011). The most valuable book in this collection is Gregg Allison’s 
Historical Theology: An Introduction to Christian Doctrine, which functions as a 778-page companion 
to wayne Grudem’s Systematic Theology. other books include Collin Hansen and John woodbridge’s 
A God-Sized Vision: Revival Stories that Stretch and Stir and volume 1 of Everett Ferguson’s Church 
History (From Christ to Pre-Reformation).

8. world religions Upgrade (2 vols.; 2011). ross Anderson’s Understanding Your Mormon Neighbor 
advises Christians how to relate to Latter-day saints, and irving Hexham’s Understanding World 
Religions views major religions through the lens of history, philosophy, culture, beliefs, and practices.

9. Theology (7 vols.; 2004–2011). d. A. Carson’s interdisciplinary approach to pluralism, The 
Gagging of God, has a new preface in its fifteenth-anniversary edition. Michael Horton’s The Christian 
Faith is a fresh systematic theology, and Elliot Grudem condenses his father’s Systematic Theology (1264 
pp.) into Christian Beliefs (160 pp.). For Calvinism (Michael Horton) and Against Calvinism (roger 
olson) respectfully debate each other on an age-old controversy. Hell under Fire (ed. Christopher 
Morgan and robert peterson) responds to modern scholarship that veers from the orthodox view of 
eternal punishment, and Andreas köstenberger’s A Theology of John’s Gospel and Letters inaugurates 
the Biblical Theology of the Nt series.

10. reference (6 vols.; 2010–2011). This collection includes five popular-level Bible dictionaries and 
the second edition of Carl rasmussen’s Zondervan Atlas of the Bible.

11. Ethics and Apologetics (6 vols.; 2008–2011). This includes wayne Grudem’s Politics according 
to the Bible (which i reviewed with Charles Naselli for TGC Reviews in November 2010) and Why the 
Church Needs Bioethics (ed. John kilner), to which d. A. Carson contributes a chapter on the ethics of 
suicide and assisted suicide.

Themelios

http://www.logos.com/product/17213/zondervan-biblical-studies-collection
http://www.logos.com/product/17211/zondervan-counterpoints-collection-upgrade
http://www.logos.com/product/17203/biblical-theology-for-life
http://www.logos.com/product/17282/ancient-context-ancient-faith-series
http://www.logos.com/product/17371/zondervan-church-history-collection
http://www.logos.com/product/17322/zondervan-world-religions-collection-upgrade
http://www.logos.com/product/17193/zondervan-theology-collection
http://www.logos.com/product/17338/zondervan-reference-collection
http://www.logos.com/product/17372/zondervan-ethics-and-apologetics-collection
http://thegospelcoalition.org/book-reviews/review/three_books_on_politics
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12. practical Theology (4 vols.; 2011). The Hardest Sermons You’ll Ever Have to Preach: Help from 
Trusted Preachers for Tragic Times (ed. Bryan Chapell) suggests how to preach in specific difficult 
situations (e.g., dealing with the death of a child). This collection also includes Glen scorgie’s 864-page 
Dictionary of Christian Spirituality. (This issue of Themelios reviews both of these books.)

owning these books in your Logos library allows you to quickly search them and easily read them 
on multiple devices. Logos announced in January 2012, for example, that the Logos app for the iphone 
and ipad now syncs notes and highlighting across all platforms. so if you highlight words on your 
phone, they will also be highlighted when you pull up that resource on your ipad or computer; if you add 
a note on your desktop or laptop, that note will appear when you pull up that resource on your iphone 
or ipad; etc. i have enthusiastically used Logos for fourteen years, and my enthusiasm continues to grow.

Andrew david Naselli
The Gospel Coalition
Moore, south Carolina, UsA

william J. webb. Corporal Punishment in the Bible: A Redemptive-Movement Hermeneutic for Troubling 
Texts. downers Grove: ivp, 2011. 192 pp. $20.00.

professor william webb, author of Slaves, Women and Homosexuals, has 
now completed a new book on another controversial topic. in Corporal 
Punishment in the Bible: A Redemptive-Movement Hermeneutic for Troubling 
Texts, he juxtaposes the contemporary pro-spanking position with the corporal 
punishment texts in the Bible, arguing that contemporary advocates of spanking 
have moved beyond the Bible biblically in their understanding of spanking. in 
other words, they have unwittingly made a move very similar to webb’s own 
trajectory approach by softening the corporal punishment commands. The 
problem is they have not gone far enough. According to webb, the consistent 
position is to eliminate all corporal punishment.

The main critique that has been brought against webb on this issue is that 
he does not adequately account for differences in genre within scripture. This is one of the critiques, for 
example, in Andreas köstenberger’s God, Marriage, and Family: Rebuilding the Biblical Foundations 
(wheaton: Crossway, 2010), in which köstenberger responds to a paper webb presented on this topic. 
webb’s book then includes an appendix which interacts with köstenberger’s critiques.

walter kaiser responds similarly in Four Views on Moving beyond the Bible to Theology (Grand 
rapids: Zondervan, 2009). in his response to webb’s chapter, kaiser writes,

webb takes a handful of spanking texts from the book of proverbs but forgets the well-
known hermeneutical instructions for interpreting proverbial types of literature. . . . to 
take a proverb and demand that it is to be understood as a literal word with no exceptions, 
but universally applicable to all in all situations is to run counter to the literary genre 
and its own rules of interpretation. . . . However, once again webb searches the Bible 
topically (not staying with chair-teaching passages in context) and gathers teachings on 
all sorts of corporal punishment, from Exodus 21:20–21 (slave passage) to punishments 
meted out by judges in the courts (deut. 25:1–3), and lumps them (not to mention 

http://www.logos.com/product/17327/zondervan-practical-theology-collection
http://blog.logos.com/2012/01/add-notes-and-highlighting-to-your-iphone-or-ipad-with-ios-2-0/
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0830827617/?tag=thegospcoal-20
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0830827617/?tag=thegospcoal-20
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0830827617/?tag=thegospcoal-20
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