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31. Galatians (Ronald Y. K. Fung, 1988; xxxiii + 342 pp.)

*32. Philippians (Gordon D. Fee, 1995; xlvi + 497 pp.)

33. Colossians, Philemon, and Ephesians (F. F. Bruce, 1984; xxviii + 442 pp.)

*34. First and Second Thessalonians (Gordon D. Fee, 2009; xxviii + 366 pp.)

*35. First and Second Timothy and Titus (Philip H. Towner, 2006; xlviii + 886 pp.)

36. Hebrews (F. F. Bruce, 1990 [rev. ed.]; xxii + 426 pp.)

37. James (James B. Adamson, 1976; 227 pp.)

38. First Peter (Peter H. Davids, 1990; xxii + 266 pp.)

39. The Epistles of John (I. Howard Marshall, 1978; xvii + 274 pp.)

*40. Revelation (Robert H. Mounce, 1997 [rev. ed.]; xxxvi + 439 pp.)

These forty volumes do not include some past ones that have been replaced (like John Murray on 

Romans, Herman Ridderbos on Galatians, or Leon Morris on 1–2 Thessalonians), but Logos plans 

to sell forthcoming volumes when they become available. (BestCommentaries.com lists forthcoming 

volumes and authors for the NICOT and NICNT.)

The esteemed NIC is now integrated in the powerful Libronix Digital Library System. This 

significantly increases the value of both.
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Kevin DeYoung and Ted Kluck. Why We Love the Church: In Praise of Institutions and Organized 

Religion. Chicago: Moody, 2009. 234 pp. $14.99.

This is a sequel of sorts to Why We’re Not Emergent: By Two Guys Who Should Be 

(Chicago: Moody, 2008). This time Pastor Kevin DeYoung and sports-writer Ted 

Kluck explore why people allegedly like Jesus but not his church.

They write with the same format and style. The format alternates chapters 

authored by DeYoung and Kluck. DeYoung is more theologically substantive, and 

Kluck tells stories with humor and wit. Their style is breezy and entertaining (for a 

theology book!), though some readers may find Kluck a bit too cool and clever for 

their tastes.

The thesis is reflected in the title: Christians should love the church. The body of 

the book evenhandedly and soundly refutes four reasons that people don’t love the church:

1. Missiological. Many people think that the church no longer works because it is losing people and 

has lost its mission (chaps. 1–2).

2. Personal. Many outsiders think that the church is filled with judgmental hypocrites and bigots, 

and many insiders think that the church is filled with controlling leaders, hypocrites, and too many 

programs (chaps. 3–4).

3. Historical. Some people (like Frank Viola and George Barna in Pagan Christianity) argue that the 

institutional, organized church that we know is unbiblical (chaps. 5–6).
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4. Theological. Some people equate “church” with “Christians”—as in more than one Christian 

together in one place (chaps. 7—8).

The authors uncover the unfounded assumptions behind these objections. For example, “the main 

reason,” DeYoung argues, “that people don’t like the church is because the church has walls. It defines 

truth, shows us the way to live, and tells us the news we must believe if we are to be saved” (p. 178).

DeYoung is “not worried for the church” but “for church-leavers” (p. 92). “The church we love is 

as flawed and messed up as we are, but she’s Christ’s bride nonetheless. And I might as well have a 

basement without a house or a head without a body as despise the wife my Savior loves” (p. 19).
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Timothy Keller. The Prodigal God: Recovering the Heart of the Christian Faith. New York: Dutton, 2008. 

140 pp. $19.95.

Dutton published this book later in the same year that Tim Keller’s The Reason 

for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism (New York: Dutton, 2008) was a New York 

Times bestseller. This little book—about one-third the size of The Reason for 

God—analyzes Jesus’ best-known and most-loved parable. Most people call the 

story “the parable of the prodigal son,” but Keller argues that a more accurate title 

is “the parable of the two lost sons.” The book’s provocative title underscores God’s 

reckless extravagance.

Most people focus on the wayward, disobedient younger brother in the story, 

but Jesus was emphasizing the self-righteous, obedient older brother. The two 

brothers “portray the two basic ways people try to find happiness and fulfillment,” 

“personal significance and worth.” The younger brother represents “self-discovery” and the older 

brother “moral conformity” (p. 29). Both the younger and elder brothers rebelled, “but one did so by 

being very bad and the other by being extremely good” (p. 36). Elder-brother types are religious people 

who attempt to follow very strict moral rules, but their motivation is sinful because “their goal is to get 

leverage over God, to control him, to put him in a position where they think he owes them” (p. 38). They 

“obey God to get things. They don’t obey God to get God himself” (pp. 42–43). Four features distinguish 

elder-brother types: (1) anger, bitterness, and confusion; (2) superiority; (3) joyless, fear-based, slavish 

compliance; and (4) no assurance of God’s love (pp. 49–63). Keller then insightfully applies the story to 

elder brothers, younger brothers, and “genuine Christians who are elder brotherish” (pp. 66ff.). It’s all 

deeply convicting.

Like The Reason for God, this book is just as profitable for religious people as non-religious. 

Zondervan has produced a corresponding DVD and discussion guide to help small groups and churches 

benefit even more from Keller’s winsome presentation, and Keller’s church has made his six-part sermon 

series on Luke 15:11–32 available online.
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